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The year 2016 a milestone
for Champlain College

In this issue:
Many artistic and photographic works depicting Champlain College are located in the
Archives and in the Trent University Art Collection. To commemorate the College's 50th
anniversary, we've highlighted some of
these in this issue of Archives News. You
may recognize a few from your travels
around the University. These works all tell
part of the Champlain story, and they, along
with other College materials - reports, photographs, student publications, and records
pertaining to art hanging in the College have seen increased attention over the past
months. Melanie Sedge, Champlain College
Head, is one researcher who has made
good use of the records. She writes: “Within
Trent University Archives, there is a treasure
trove of both well documented history and
lesser known stories about Champlain College’s 50 year history. When you pair this
narrative with the exploration of the College’s relationship to art, a more holistic
understanding emerges which includes the
changing emotional climate of the College
through the decades.”

F

ifty years ago, in the autumn of 1966, Trent University's Champlain College
opened its doors to students and Fellows. Designed by Trent's Master Planning
Architect Ronald J. Thom, the architectural masterpiece is located next to the Otonabee River on the Symons Campus. From Time magazine to Architecture Canada to
the Phaidon Atlas's 20th-Century World Architecture, the award-winning Modernist
building has drawn the interest of architectural critics for half a century and, to this
day, continues to insight the interest of
artists, photographers, and passersby.
Champlain College is one of four buildings at Trent University which was designed by Thom; he won four international awards for his Trent buildings.
In the 1960s, local artist Oscar
Schlienger created a commissioned work of Champlain College
for Trent University. A watercolour,
the work features the College’s
bell tower, an iconic architectural
element often represented in imagery of the University. Originally
from Switzerland, Schlienger studied art in Geneva and Montreal
and taught widely in art clubs and
schools in the Peterborough area
and throughout Ontario. In the
1950s, several local art students
studied under him as part of a
Peterborough Examiner sponsorship program supported by managing editor Robertson Davies.
The Schlienger bell tower piece is
located in the Archives.

Our Trent Treasures column features Nellie
McClung and her role in the women’s suffrage movement in Canada. Due to the efforts of McClung and four others now known
as The Famous Five, Canadian women were
granted the right to vote in 1916.
Notice: If you wish to be removed
from the Archives News mailing list,
please send an email message with
“Unsubscribe Newsletter” in the subject
line to archives@trentu.ca.

:
http://www.trentu.ca/library/archives.

Check our Facebook page
regularly for news and updates.
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The College with a “craggy look of indestructibility”
Time, 15 July 1969

P

erhaps it is the exposed rubble aggregate with which
Champlain College is built that gives it the “craggy look of
indestructability” so perfectly described by Time magazine in
1969. The rubble aggregate walls, made of concrete and quarried limestone rocks, seem in harmony with the landscape, a
cohesive aesthetic achieved in accordance with the University’s
1964 instructions to the architect: “We are not committed to any
particular style of buildings, but only to a certain spirit… It is a
spirit of appropriateness and beauty, which gives the kind of
aesthetic stimulation and sense of repose which encourages
scholarly application.” On numerous occasions, Trent University
has highlighted the College in posters and on the covers of reports and calendars. Copies of many of these, including the
poster shown below, are located in our holdings; they almost
invariably feature the river side of the magnificent three-acre
structure.

The siting of Trent University, by Ron Thom,
establishes a profound intimacy with nature.
Looking past the university’s concrete pedestrian bridge, across the Otonabee River, one of
the residential wings of Champlain College
drops its building mass and public terraces directly into the river.
Lisa Rochon
Up North: where Canada’s
architecture meets the land
Key Porter Books, 2005

...Champlain is a handsome rambling structure on the west
bank of the river, and appears both graceful and gutsy…
Trent’s first College is not a monumental building, but one
which presents constantly shifting vistas, and moves across
its site in a series of changing levels that make a myth out of
the concept of a ground line.
artscanada, June 1969

View From A Campus of Tomorrow
The Ontario countryside rolls gently to the banks of the
Otonabee river on the edge of Peterborough. Here, where
photographer Leon de March took this picture, the scene is
placid, relaxed. And here, by the fall of 1966, the first building in Trent University’s $70 million construction campaign
will open. But the country won’t really change. Campus
planners are tailoring buildings to fit into the site. More trees
will be planted and the old wooden fences will be kept.
Weekend Magazine, 20 March 1965
(Photographer: Leon de March)
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W

hile Swiss artist Oscar Schlienger found the new
Champlain College an inspiring subject for his art,
so, too, have many others. Among these are Trent professors Terry Mellors and David Lasenby; they each created
works of the College as parts of larger sets featuring the
various early Trent buildings. Two Champlain College relief carvings, as well, are part of a larger set; these are by
George Warren, father of a Trent alumni. In the mix, too, is
an architectural sketch of the College by Ronald J. Thom.
It is featured on a calendar published by the Peterborough
Examiner in 1966; several copies have made their way to
the Archives over the years.

David Lasenby
Master’s Lodge—Champlain College
undated

George Warren
Master’s Lodge—Champlain College
[1969]

Ronald J. Thom
Champlain College
Peterborough Examiner, 1966

Terry Mellors
Champlain College—Trent University
1978
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I

t is only 100 years since women in Canada were allowed to
vote. In 1916, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia
passed women's suffrage legislation. The rest of the provinces,
except Quebec, would follow a year later. The role of Nellie
McClung (1873-1951) — author, women's rights advocate, suffragist and reformer — was inestimable. She once wrote about
losing an election early in her career (McClung, Be Good To
Yourself, p. 47 et seq.). This is what she had to say: "My family
behaved admirably at breakfast, even the youngest one, who is
at the age when it is rather embarrassing to have a mother of
any sort, and particularly so to have one that goes out and gets
herself defeated." She took a day off and gave over to "a perfect debauch of cooking" which apparently involved whipped
cream, grated cheese and blanched almonds. And, she "let the
phone ring." Soon, though, she had recovered her equanimity,
buried her "root of bitterness" and was ready
to carry on with her
work as a passionate
social activist. She
characterized this early
failed election campaign as "a sort of courageous
imbecility"
during which she severely underestimated
the hostility and opprobrium that she had to
face.

A signed copy of McClung’s Be Good to
Yourself is located in Special Collections.

culminated in the legal recognition of women as "persons" in
1929. Nellie McClung and her colleagues in this struggle, The
Famous Five, are memorialized by the charming monument in
Ottawa near the Parliament Buildings. Persons Day is celebrated annually in Canada on October 18.
Nellie McClung's best known works are perhaps In Times Like
These or her early autobiography, A Clearing in the West, but
Trent University Special Collections also has a copy of her book
of short stories, Be Good To Yourself (Toronto: Thos. Allen,
1930) which is a fine example of her sense of humour, her compassion, and her commitment to equality.

McClung and a determined group of women
persevered, advocating
for divorce reform, children's rights and, of
course, women's suffrage. McClung herself
was elected in 1921 to
the Alberta Legislative
Assembly. The efforts
of the group, working
relentlessly for women's political rights,

Image from the jacket of McClung’s
Clearing in the West (Toronto: Thos. Allen, 1935)
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