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In this issue:
T

his issue of Archives News focuses on
the farming activities of early European
settlers to the local area; our archival holdings are rich in diaries and letters which
chronicle their experiences and offer descriptions of the changing landscape during the transformative period of colonization. One important holding, as well, points
to the long history of Indigenous rice farming at Rice Lake south of Peterborough.

Stumps! Stumps!! Stumps!!!
C

learing the land in Canada West was a consuming activity in 1856. Local readers of
the Katchewanooka Herald must have had a chuckle when they read that stumps
were available for the taking on the “ground” floor:

Don’t lose your opportunity!!!
For sale
An unlimited number of these durable Articles can be obtained at any
time by applying to Pickaxe, Stone Buildings on the ground floor. The
above articles are warranted sound and strong and to last for forty years
at least. The Purchaser to have the option of removing as many of the
above Articles as he pleases! Katchewanooka Herald (Lakefield, Ont.), 25 April 1856

Gathering rice: The Indian sits in the bow of the canoe
where he paddles as best he can. The wife sits at the
stern and holds the rice over the boat with one stick
while she beats it off with the other. (“Indian Wild Rice
Harvest at Rice Lake” photograph album, ca.19—)

G

ray’s Elegy by Thomas Gray is the focus of the Trent Treasures column. Our
copy of this poem, beautifully illuminated,
has an exquisitely embossed cover with a
foliate design and is dated 1846.
Notice: If you wish to be removed
from the Archives News mailing list,
please send an email message with
“Unsubscribe Newsletter” in the subject
line to archives@trentu.ca.

Humour aside, most settlers in our local area would have been well experienced by
1856 in the backbreaking work of clearing the land of stumps. Indeed, some decades
earlier, immigrant Frances Stewart, who settled in Douro Township in 1823, mentions
seeing many “crooked fences enclosing small fields of stumps” upon her arrival from
Ireland. (letter October 1824). Her own awed description of trees being felled at the hands
of the “choppers” gives an idea of the tremendous tasks the settlers faced upon arriving in the new world:
“... next week we are to have five men to cut down trees. Choppers they are
called here. It is quite a sublime sight when a great hemlock nearly a hundred feet in height begins to shake its dark head, then to fall, slowly at first,
then as it comes lower increasing in rapidity, tearing branches off its neighbours and shaking all the trees around; coming down at last with such a
crash that the whole forest re-echoes the sound.” (5 April 1823)
As many nineteenth-century diaries and letters attest, the clearing of land on the forest
frontier was never far from the minds of the early farming families. Intertwined in their
descriptions of the endless physical tasks required to bring the land to fruition are hints
of pride at having contributed to the material survival of their families and wearied appreciation at having managed to persevere and succeed.
This issue of Archives News provides only a very few of many farming-themed references found in the pioneer diaries and letters in our holdings; some accounts seem
astounding, given the details of the work performed. We’re mindful, however, that today, as well, even though the tasks will certainly have shifted, local farmers would relate and might even argue that their physical output hasn’t changed that much at all.
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The land is remarkably good …

Frances Stewart, 1822
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T provide insight about the spread of the colonial footprint on the land, or the gender dynamics within the family, the farmer him/herself
here are multiple perspectives from which to examine references to farming in historical diaries and letters. While some passages

would have been most concerned with the day-to-day and year-to-year operation into old age. Their eye was probably to the practical,
heeding such advise as that found in the Katchewanooka Herald: “When you have sown your seeds do not uncover them every day to
see if they are sprouting.” (June 2, 1856)

T ment it was inhabited by settler families. In many areas, D immigrant society, there is evidence in some of the womhe landscape of Upper Canada was set to change the mo-

espite the complex gentrified ordering of women within

“settlement duties” directed the development of land at the outset.
Frances Stewart gives a good description of a defining moment
for Douro Township in a letter written in late 1822, before the
township had even been surveyed. She writes:

en’s descriptions of farming activities that they experienced considerable agency over the direction of their lives. For Anna Leveridge of Coe Hill, Ontario, her work on the farm was critical for
her family's survival. Just a few years after emigrating from England in 1883, she and her husband had already established a well
-thought-out sequence for planting and harvesting a variety of
plants. The surviving photograph of the abandoned homestead
(below) might even allow us an imaginary glimpse of Anna going
about her busy day. She writes:

“We have long reason to hope for success in our undertakings
here. So far we have succeeded to the full extent of our wishes
and expectations & our prospects look well as far as we can see.
There are certain “Settlement duties” such as clearing a stated
number of acres & making roads, which must be done within two
years – which (on so large a tract of land) will be rather expensive. But when these are performed & the Government fees paid,
we shall have only our own wants & comforts to satisfy & I expect
to enjoy more comfort than we have had yet since our Marriage…
The land is remarkably good & the situation itself the most wholesome in Canada. As well as beautiful it is a new township which
is not yet surveyed, & we are the very first settlers in it. But we
have neighbours very near us, not any of our own class however
nearer than 6 or 7 miles. There are a great many farmers from
England & Scotland in the two adjoining townships & there is a
Flour Mill & Distillery within three miles of our Loghouse…”
Frances Stewart to an aunt in Ireland, 14 December 1822 (Frances Stewart fonds,
78-008 #105)

The above description by one of the earliest settlers to the local
area gives some idea of the challenges the family faced and also
of the political forces which directed the development of the land
on which they settled. Such an example suggests the integral role
that evolving political frameworks, and the activities of people on
the land, play in shaping a physical environment.

An 1845 drawing of the Douro Township Stewart property shows that
large open fields had replaced much of the nearby forest by the mid nineteenth century. The property, originally named Auburn by the Stewarts, is
located near the Otonabee River a few kilometres south of Trent University’s Symons Campus.

“We have got quite a nice garden this year, and if the crops do
well, shall have quite a harvest. The high hill in front is coming
green with wheat, and in the valley below it barley is flourishing,
while both the hill and valley is laid down in seeds for a pasture
for another year. Then comes a broad strip of peas for the pig,
then a large sowing of garden peas for ourselves. If we cannot
sell them green, they will make splendid pea soup in the winter.
Then I have a large piece of beans for use both green and dried
as well as several long rows of broad beans. Then comes a large
bed of onions, half belongs to the boys. We can make 4 shillings
or a dollar a bushel of them. Then I have beds of parsnips, carrots, radishes, and lettuces, etc. and my strawberries are in blossom. Behind the shanty is a little piece of clover sown last year
which keeps our pig; it is getting quite big, a sow, and I hope will
have some young ones this year, then we can rear some up to
kill, we shall have plenty of garden stuff to keep them. I have
some flower seeds coming up in front and am going to plant out
this week a large bed of tomato plants, and cabbages, etc. …”
Anna Leveridge to her mother in England, 23 May ca.1885 (Anna Leveridge fonds,
73-1000 #15)

Anna & David Leveridge settled in Coe Hill, Ontario in 1883. By
1885, many crops had been planted and the “high hill in front”
was “coming green with wheat”. The property, now abandoned,
was once a hive of farming activity.

Mowed some more hay in the
patch of meadow…Gavin Gibson, 8 July 1911
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the hay in was just one of many jobs
G etting
performed in the summer of 1911 on the

Lindsay, Ontario farm of Gavin Gibson. By his
diary accounts, Gibson’s farm was wellestablished by this time with a dizzying amount
of work being accomplished in a single day by
the hired hands:
“A.G. churned in the morning. There were 2 lbs
½ oz. butter. G.A.G. ground his scythe in the
morning with A.G.’s aid. After that G.A.G. cut
the hay that was on the north-eastern meadow.
In the afternoon G.A.G. carried water for A.G.
to put Paris Green on the potato patch. After
that G.A.G. drew in the three cocks of hay that
were on the piece of ground that was between
the crab apple tree on the south west, the
Moore’s Arctic plum tree on the north-west, the
Tetosky apple tree on the south-east, and the
Golden Russet apple tree on the north-east,
and the two cocks that were south of the
house, with A.G.’s aid, in five wheel-barrow
loads and the rakings of the last cock at another trip. After that A.G. put Paris Green on the
potato patch, and G.A.G. raked the hay that he
had cut in the morning in the north-eastern
meadow…” Gavan Gibson diary, 15 July 1911 (Gavan A.
Gibson fonds, 76-010, diary #6)

The Archives’ return to a newly transformed Bata
Library will take place in September 2018. We’ll
be very excited to see the results of the project
and look forward to moving back. Be sure to
watch for notices detailing our hours of operation
during the move period:

https://www.trentu.ca/batatransformation/

Special thanks...
Special thanks to Judy Jamieson-Mitton, Mae Whetung-Derrick,
Jack Hoggarth, and others who recently undertook to transcribe
two oral history tapes located in our holdings; the tapes are of
interviews conducted by local historian George Cobb with elders
Moses Marsden and William Taylor III in 1966. In transcribing the
tapes, Jamieson-Mitton and Whetung-Derrick met with residents
of Curve Lake First Nation and others to clarify names of people
and places, traditions, and dates. Their accompanying overview
of this process and footnoted details add valuable context and
meaning to the oral record.
The Cobb oral history project was commissioned by Trent University in 1966 under the supervision of Professor Kenneth Kidd,
Chair of the Department of Anthropology. In a University press
release dated 23 June 1966, President Thomas H.B. Symons
expressed the hope that “Trent’s oral history programme would,
in particular, provide fresh knowledge and new insights into the
history and traditions of Peterborough and the Valley of the
Trent.” Kidd avowed a similar sentiment: “We are primarily interested in recording for the future, recollections of what happened
in the past. The transcripts and recordings will provide a view of
history as it took place and as the older residents participated in
it.” (The Canadian Register, Kingston, Ontario, 17 August 1966).

Indeed, in referencing Indigenous elders in particular a decade
later, Professor J. Couture, also of Trent University, noted a
1960s shift across North America towards valuing elder contributions and their roles as “teachers, counselors, philosophers, historians, guardians of the heritage of the tribe, experts on survival…”, and “sources of Native philosophy and culture, as language
experts, as purveyors of oral history and tradition.” (18 January
1978, Kenneth Kidd fonds).
Located in Trent University Archives, the Cobb tape collection
includes numerous interviews with elders of Peterborough, Curve
Lake First Nation, and the surrounding region. Over the years,
several of the original reel-to-reel tapes on which the interviews
were recorded were transferred to cassette tapes by University
Archivist Bernadine Dodge and some have since been digitized;
some have also been transcribed.
The following link provides an overview of the Cobb tape collection: http://www.trentu.ca/library/archives/82-006; the two transcriptions mentioned above are accessible by scrolling to Tape
#9 (Moses Marsden) and Tape #45 (William Taylor III). These
and all the transcriptions in this collection are subject to copyright
and are available for private research purposes only.
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Thomas Gray (1716-1771) wrote Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard in 1750. This masterpiece was a meditation not only on mortality, but an evocation of the new sensibilities that suffused the eighteenth century. Gray can be read as situated in the Enlightenment,
between the earlier scientific century of Newton and Descartes, but not yet entirely Romantic. His melancholy poem merely hints at a
social consciousness and the unconstrained veneration of the natural that would not be fully explored until the nineteenth century. Gray
was educated at Eton College and at Cambridge University. He remained associated with Cambridge as professor of classics and history for his entire career, devoting himself to research and writing. His Elegy poem was an immediate sensation and he was offered the
position, which he declined, of Poet Laureate in 1757.
Owen Jones (1809-1874) was a Welsh architect, artist, colour theorist, and designer. Jones was educated at the Royal Academy and
early in his career travelled extensively throughout the East. His impact on Victorian art and design was substantial. He introduced intricate Islamic design motifs and vibrant colours to a generally gloomy Victorian palette. Jones' success and influence was such that he
was appointed superintendent of works for the Great Exhibition of 1851.
In 1846, Jones produced for Longmans an illuminated version of Gray's most famous poem. Trent University Special Collections has a
beautiful copy of this Elegy which combines the talents and genius of two "collaborators" though they were one hundred years apart.

All our newsletters are online:
www.trentu.ca/library/archives/newsletterindex.htm
Newsletter Editor: Jodi Aoki, M.A.
Hours of Operation
Mon. & Wed.: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Tues. 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. (Tues. May to Aug. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)
Please make an appointment to ensure access. We are temporarily located at 225 Charlotte Street, Peterborough.
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