The Influence of Social Media on Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence: Student Perspectives

Background

The goal was to gather information from Trent
students about the opinions & perceptions about
sexual & gender-based violence (GBV) that have been
formed from social media.
Sexual & Gender-based violence in Canada:
* 11 million people experience GBV at least once a
year since age 15 (Gov of Canada, 2024).
Violence on Post-Secondary Campuses (Cotter &
Savage, 2019):
* /1% of students withess/experience unwanted
sexualized behaviour
* 1/10 female post-secondary students
experienced a sexual assault in the previous year
Legislation
 Bills 26. 131/16, 132

Research Questions

1) How, where and at what ages do youth and
young people find information about sexual &
gender-based violence, consent & consent
culture?

How does soclial media and other pop culture
forms Iinfluence perceptions, feelings and social
norms of youth and young people surrounding
the topics of sexual & gender-based violence?
How does soclial media and other pop culture
forms Iinfluence perceptions, feelings and social
norms of youth and young people and how does
that influence life and experiences on campus
and within the post-secondary education
ifestyle?

2)

3)

Consent can be

Methodology

Key Findings

Survey
» / sections
» Social Media Usage
» Sexual & Gender-Based Norms & Stereotypes
« Perspectives on Influence of Social Media
* 155 respondents
Focus Groups
* 4 open-ended prompts
» 4 total participants
Analysis
* Qualtrics data analysis
« JASP analysis
» Thematic analysis

Survey
* Average First Social Media Use: 13-14
» Average Social Media Usage: 3-4 hours daily
» Bypassed Age Restrictions: Yes
» On Average disagreed with outdated notions
of sexual & gender-based violence
Focus Group
« Social media has a major effect on life
« Echo-chamber effects on social media
* “You are what you search”
* Open to explore new avenues of information
* |ncrease awareness on campuses
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Future Directions

Adapting policy to account for social media
» Technology-facilitated sexual violence
Update Education/Training Plans
» Tiered approaches to education plans
* Required coursework
Community Centred Approaches
 |ncreasing student voices in decisions about
programs
Increased Visibility
« Social media for outreach, university-wide
platform for support/events/clubs
Increased Research
 |ncreasing research for non-heteronormative
and neurodivergent individuals
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