























Gue

st Shot

In Defense of Federalism

by Peter Thomson

This guest shot is more than just a

L federal system of gov-

eérnment for Canada; it is an attack
rovincialism!,

defence of

We live in a
that is witnessing the cul -
mination of a series of def ats on

1S 4 nation. The ideal and
Is system of government are now in
danger of collapse.

The power of provincial govern
ments and provincialism now threaten
national unity, "Provincialism", as
defined in the E nglish dictionary is:
"'countrybred speech or manners;
narrowne mind ; attachment to
interests of H!\TU\\'!\ province
rather than those of the State!'.

Right now the crises of Confeder-
ation focus on Quebec. Although it
1s significant that a great many of
the issues involved a peculiar to
that province, they nevertheless
reflect larger issues of "provincial
autonomy", issues which have been
surfacing with increasing frequency
and fervour.

I choose not to belabour the question
of the control of natural resotirces
the provinces presently enjoy. Suf-
fice to say the record of their exploi-
tation and sale to foreign interests
hardly credit the governments respon-
sible.

Education is the ''state's' juris-
diction in which federalism has been
sold out. While contributing to a
substantial portion of educational
costs in all provinces, this is an
area in which the federal government
has exercised far too little influence
or control.

This neglect is most evident in
the policy regarding bilingualism .

If a nation adopts a policy of two
"'official'" languages, is it unfair

Outward Bound

prolilises you discomfort,
fatigue and risk.

It may be the best offer
you'll ever have.

=0T that nation's government to de-
mand that its citizens be educated
In those two languages? Why, if
the federal government funds post
secondary education, is a working
knowledge of a second language not
a requirement for entrance into uni
versity ?

A rhetorical answer to this rhet
orical question probably lies in that
unprincipled morass between ''vote
getting" and ''political expediency".
The unfortunate facts of the matter
are that a majority of Canadians
(perhaps too strong a word, it should
read British Columbians, Ontarians,
Prince Edward Islanders, etc.) not
only perceive no need to learn a
second language, they also see no use
for a second language, and would in
fact scream blue murder if it v
suggested they were to be forced to
learn a second language.

Although there have been a number
of Tories in my family, including a
Conservative Father of Confederation,
I must confess to having been raised
after a "liberal' fashion. That is to
say, it was naturally assumed childrer
would be educated in Canada's two
official languages. Among those with
whom I was educated, it was consid-
ered a gift and must sought-after skill
to be able to write and converse both
in French and in English. Nobody
made much of a fuss about it, except
during grammar lessons, and this
inconvenience was ultimately rewarded
by one's ability to appreciate another

culture as expressed in its own medium .

Perhaps I was naive in assuming a
second language to be a gift that every-
one could appreciate. T received a
rude awakening in western Canada
where I discovered people violently
opposed to this "liberal' attitude.

(Subseque

to believe

feel much th

I met peopl

violation of their

should have t

ation' of learning
Not only do they believe Er

nl
that Franco-Canadians should amenc

their speech patterns accordingly,
they bristle with indignation upon the
discovery of sever ies in their
local telephone direct vernment
listings) printed in a ' ' (sic)

language. These attitudes pander
not only to the spirit, but to the letter
of the aforementioned dictionary def

inition of "provincialism''.
Though I find it distasteful, I suppose
one should be philosophical about
titudes.
chauvinists, know-nothin

other peoples' ¢ Bigots,
and narrow-
minded individuals have been with
mankind since Creation
ment policy will change that fact.
The 19th century American writer
Mark Twain, possessed the ability
to lampoon everything as a matter
of course, and ignorance in particular,
in a humorous fashion not entirely
free of malice. The following passage
from The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn is as appropriate today as it was
a hundred years ago.

No govern

""Why, Huck, doan'de French people
talk de same way we does?"

'"No, Jim; you couldn't understand
a word they say--not a single word. "

"Well, now, Ibe ding-busted! How
do dat come ?"

"'I don't know; but it's so. I got
some of their jabber out of a book.
Spose a man was to come to you end
say Polly-vou-franzy -- what would

lame' ridicklous
vant to hear no mo'
2in' no sense

Jim; does a cat t

1 coOw, Or a
1k like 3

'No, dey don

"'It's natural and right for 'em to
talk different from each other, ain't
ito

""Course."

""And ain't it natural and right for
a cat and a cow to talk different from
us? You answer me that."

'"Is a cat a man, Huck ?"

""No."

"Well, den, dey ain't no sense in
a cat talkin' like a man. Is a cow a
man? - er, is a cow a cat?"

'"No, she ain't either of them."

""Well, den, she ain' got no business
to talk like either one er the yuther
of 'em. Is a Frenchman a man?"

g0

""Well, den! Dad blame it, why
doan' he talk like a man? You answer
me dat!"

I see it warn't no use wasting words
you-can't learn a nigger to argue.
So I quit.
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on Wednesday October 26 at Sadleir House
Outward Bound is a real life S L el b A et D
adventure, tough and demanding.
We teach you skills like wilderness
ski touring, mountaineering, winter
camping, rock climbing, and in the (9)
summer, kayaking.

Through these activities you learn
about your potential, your relation-
ships, but most of all about

yourself.
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